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Introducing MagazineFactory  
MagazineFactory1 (based on the original product called Tidningsfabriken) is a popular and versatile concept for 
developing web magazines for various purposes and contexts.  MagazineFactory is a publishing tool which 
provides the teachers and the pupils with an opportunity to work as editorial staff in class and to publish web 
magazines. The service is maintained by the Finnish National Board of Education, and it is available as part of the 
web services of the National Board of Education.  

Introducing Lifelong Learning Grundtvig Partnership Programme 
The Grundtvig programme focuses on the teaching and study needs of those in adult education and alternative 
education streams, as well as the institutions and organisations delivering these services. Supporting lifelong 
learning and mobility in this way also helps address Europe’s ageing population problem. 

Launched in 2000 and now part of the overarching Lifelong Learning Programme, Grundtvig aims to provide 
adults with ways to improve their knowledge and skills, keeping them mentally fit and potentially more employable. 
It not only covers learners in adult education, but also the teachers, trainers, education staff and facilities that 
provide these services. These include relevant associations, counselling organisations, information services, 
policy-making bodies and others involved in lifelong learning and adult education at local, regional and national 
levels, such as NGOs, enterprises, voluntary groups and research centres. One of the specific aims of Grundtvig 
is supporting innovative ICT-based educational content, services and practices. 

What can we share up till now? (This is an online demonstration)2  
The idea of connecting seniors through the online e-Senior Magazine occurred in 2008 during the EDEN 
Conference in Lisbon. There, a workshop called “Collaborative Learning and User Generated Content Creation 
With The Multilingual MagazineFactory - An Example of a Social Software, Dynamic Content Creation and 
Mashup All Wrapped Up in a Single Tool”, was presented by Christian Komonen, Executive Producer of 
MagazineFactory.3   

Started from "A Grandparent’s Gift" written by Patricia Porter we now have several items promoting Grundtvig 
Partnerships and ongoing projects4. We will also address the question “Can we work cooperatively in cyberspace 
with the University of the Third Age On Line 5 in Poland6?” 

                                                             
1 http://magazinefactory.edu.fi/
 
2 http://magazinefactory.edu.fi/magazines/e_senior/index.php?str=40
 
3 http://www.eden-online.org/eden.php?menuId=402&contentId=721
 
4 http://blanka.moodle.pl/course/category.php?id=7
 
5 http://www.u3aonline.org.au
 
6 http://klubseniorapg.blog.onet.pl/
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